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varies from nil to Rs. 20, of 32 per cent between 20 and 50, of 13
per cent between 50 and 100, and of 4 per cent between 100 and
300. Much of the debt is wiped off within four or five years,

Bhangis

Amongst Bhangis the main causes of indebtedness are ex-
cessive expenditure on liquor and on social ceremonies. At
times they borrow for buying a musical instrument or building
a house. This latter represents their l productive ' debt. There
are four main features of the problem of indebtedness of the
Bhangi. First, the proportion of the debt-free is extremely small,
the respective figures for the Punjab, U. P. and Bihar being
11, 7 and 5 per cent. Secondly, there is a tendency for the
amount of debt per debtor to decrease as we move eastwards
along the Ganges Valley. This will be clear from a considera-
tion of the following figures regarding the extent of indebtedness.
In the Punjab the debt of 26 per cent families varies from nil to
Rs. 20, of 34 per cent families between 20 and 50, of 29 per cent
families between 50 and 100, and of 11 per cent families between
100 and 250. In the United Provinces the debt of 37 per cent
families lies between nil and Rs. 20, of 31 per cent families bet-
ween 20 and 50, of 25 per cent between 50 and 100, and of 7
per cent between 100 and 200. In Bihar the debt of 46 per cent
families varies from nil to Rs. 20, of 33 per cent between 20 and
50, of 15 per cent families between 50 and 100, and of'6 per
cent families between 100 and 200. Thirdly, these people have no
suitable security to offer to the money-lender and hence have to
borrow money from Tambolis, Kabulis, etc. on very heavy rates
of interest. On pay day one often finds these money-lenders
collected together outside the precincts of ' local bodies V The
lender has very little chance of getting his kishf (instalment) un-
less he gets it then and there. The malpractices of these money-
lenders and their usurious rates of interest have already been
referred to while discussing the problems of tenants. While only
a few tenants borrow money on the onerous terms of such money-
lenders the Bhangis have generally to do so. Fourthly, a Bhangi
goes on borrowing and repaying money but can seldom escape
the clutches of the money-lender. And even when he secures
his freedom, he cannot retain it for any length of time.